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Arab conquest. To-day it is a formless mound of ruins, over which nature has spread a kindly veil of vegetation. But one of Hippo's glories still lives in the midst of this desolation. On Fridays the neighbouring Arabs gather at a certain spot amongst the ruins, to sacrifice birds, and fire their rifles, and offer other uncouth tokens of an unusual veneration. And when you ask them the story which lies at the root of their strange tradition, they can only tell you vaguely that once a great ' Roumi' (Christian) dwelt in that spot.
Hippo was a colonia in the Afro-Roman empire. It was situated about a mile from what is now called Bona, on one of the lower plains of Numidia, between the rivers which the Arabs call the Seybouse and the Abou-gemma. Thfe rivers formed its northern and southern fortifications, whilst stout walls drawn from river to river protected it on the east and west. The Romans seem to have deepened the channel of the Seybouse from the town to the sea—a distance of about a mile—and the shipping moored at the quays on the south of the town. To the east was the broad blue expanse of the Mediterranean, whilst in the rear of the town the horizon was closed by a series of luxuriantly clothed hills. The space